
Conservation Advisory Commission 
Minutes of July 27, 2010 Meeting  

 
Present:  Stephen Appel, Curt Pueschel, Richard Pastore, Michael Restuccia, Cynthia 
Stephens/Westerman, Shepard Bennett 
Excused: Linda Green  
 
Minutes of the May 20th meeting were approved after corrections.  The next meeting was agreed 
to be on August 19. 
 
The recent decision of the Town Board to hire a forestry consultant to write a plan for harvesting 
timber and firewood in Jones Park and the subsequent news story that the plan should be 
expedited in light of the spread of the emerald ash borer were discussed.  Questions were raised 
about the harvesting done in the park about twenty years ago: were those cuttings guided by a 
plan, are there records of the species and number and sizes of trees that were cut, and what were 
the proceeds in timber sales and firewood given away?  There is little question that the emerald 
ash borer will cause damage in Jones Park, but the erosion caused by logging is a serious 
concern, especially along the stream.  The rate at which the ash borer kills trees and the degree to 
which it affects the lumber were discussed.  Because the borer forms galleries under the bark but 
does not damage the wood itself and usually takes three years to kill a tree after an infestation 
begins, deliberations need not be rushed.  Transport of infected trunks to sawmills would be 
distance-restricted but the insect-containing layer under the bark is removed in sawing, so the 
wood would still have value.  It was decided to ask Jim Bukowski, Vestal Parks Superintendent, 
to meet with the CAC to discuss long-term plans for Vestal Parks. 
 
Cindy reviewed topics discussed at the EMC.  A $48,000 grant (plus an equal amount of 
matching funds) for waterfront revitalization was won by Jim Bukowski, who is acting as 
director of the project. Twenty-two municipalities were invited to contribute ideas.  One of the 
goals of the grant is economic development.  The main goal at present is a boat launch in Castle 
Gardens.  It was asked whether there was any discussion of possible waterfront development 
along the Murphy property or of the abandoned equipment that has accumulated on the property, 
but neither topic had been discussed by the EMC.  Additional information regarding the Upper 
Susquehanna Coalition’s plans for wetlands creation in Jones Park was reported: the plan is to 
build the wetlands near the chimney trail in an area where trees have been blown down.  It was 
also announced that the Susquehanna River Basin Commission is planning to install ten 
monitoring stations in Broome County watersheds in advance of natural gas drilling to check for 
changes in water quality.  Choconut Creek is one the water bodies already identified.  
 
The application to the Zoning Board of Appeals by MegaEnergy to build a meter house in Vestal 
and the public interest it generated were discussed.  That individual pieces of infrastructure were 
being evaluated separate from the pipeline that they will service was viewed as a form of 
segmenting environmental impacts. 
 
Steve recapped some of the issues before the Planning Board.  The usage of a lot on the Vestal 
Parkway for a carwash has been approved; only details of the site plan remain to be resolved.  It 
will contain both self-service and drive-through bays.  The water use will be substantial, and the 
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water will not be recycled.  The planned Indian culture center on route 26 will have a large 
parking lot but it will not be large enough to trigger stormwater regulations. 
 
Members were alerted that the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency is holding a series of 
meetings to obtain public input on EPA's upcoming research study to investigate the potential 
adverse impact that hydraulic fracturing may have on water quality and public health.  Three 
sessions will be held at Binghamton University on August 12th and registration is required. 
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