
Conservation Advisory Commission 
Minutes of November 17, 2011 Meeting 

 
Present: Curt Pueschel, Cynthia Stephens/Westerman, Michael Restuccia, Linda Green, Steve 
Appel, Victor Lamoureux 

Guest: Cole Moore 

Minutes of the October 20, 2011 meeting were previously approved by e-mail.  The next 
regularly scheduled meeting will be on December 15, 2011.  We will meet at the Vestal Public 
Library to go over documents in the CAC files stored there.   
 
Cole Moore attended the meeting as a prospective member; there is an opening for an alternate 
member remaining unfilled.  Cole is a graduate of Vestal High and the School of Environmental 
Science and Forestry in Syracuse and is employed with Haas Landscape Architects.  Should he 
be appointed by the Town Board, it would be appropriate that it be initially for a one-year term 
to maintain the system of staggered two-year terms for our members. 
 
During our summer field trip to Jones Park, we encountered a mountain biker who shared with 
us that a group of botanists had found some interesting plants in the park. Subsequently, Curt 
learned of a report published by the New York Flora Association about a workshop on the fern 
Botrychium held at Cornell.  This workshop included a field trip to Jones Park where five species 
of this unusual fern were found.  One species, Botrychium oneidense, is considered endangered 
in New York State and is protected under Environmental Conservation Law.  It is listed under 
the following heading: “The following are endangered native plants in danger of extirpation 
throughout all or a significant portion of their ranges within the state and requiring remedial 
action to prevent such extinction.”  Curt is attempting to contact one of the local field trip 
participants to get more information.  When we learn more, we will communicate with the Parks 
Department to explore whether any action is needed to protect this plant in Jones Park. 
 
According to the minutes of the 14 November 2011 Town Board work sesssion, the forester has 
provided a verbal estimate of the value of the timber in the Town parks as $140,000.  
Apparently, no written report, other than the first report on five parks, is yet available.  There is 
still no word on when the CAC will be called upon, as specified in the contract with the forester, 
to address management planning: “In conjunction with Town of Vestal residents and the Town 
of Vestal Conservation Advisory Commission identify Landowner’s desires, goals and 
objectives involving Town of Vestal properties.”  The CAC considered the question of timber 
harvesting in parks to have been ended with the March 18, 2011 letter from Melinda Scott, Chief 
of Grants, NYS Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation to Supervisor Andreasen 
that stated: “In order to open up this land for logging, the Town of Vestal would need to seek 
permission from the State Legislature through a parkland alienation bill and would need to 
substitute the land with parkland of equal or greater size, fair market value, and recreational 
usefulness.”  The letter also noted that grants to the Town could be jeopardized by failure to 
comply with the alienation process.  Steve understood the process of alienation to be extremely 
difficult, time-consuming, and costly.  It was suggested that we contact people with experience 
in alienation procedures to better understand what is involved. 
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Further consideration was given to the possible effects of the natural gas industry on Vestal.  
Cindy reported on a seminar given by Coughlin and Gerhart discussing what Towns could do to 
control or minimize effects of drilling.  The CAC supports the idea of an assessment of the 
condition of the Town’s roadways and bridges so those in need of upgrading are identified and 
improved before drilling starts, and so the baseline condition of each is known, which will allow 
the effects of the added truck traffic to be accurately determined.  Concerns about light and noise 
pollution should be addressed.  The loss of vegetation and soil compaction on drill pads will 
likely increase stormwater runoff and sediment loads.  Increased road traffic will have a 
significant effect on law enforcement resources in the Town.  For example, Bradford County, PA 
has experienced a 60% increase of drunken driving offenses since natural gas drilling has begun.  
The entire life cycle of gas extraction should be considered, and regulations should address the 
responsibility for cleaning up abandoned drill sites and the maintaining and monitoring drill 
casing and capped wells in perpetuity.  Drilling leases in the Critical Environmental Area (CEA) 
in the French Tract should be looked at carefully to see if drilling is at all restricted.  It was noted 
that the Town would be in much better shape to control effects from drilling if it had an approved 
Comprehensive Plan.  In the current dSGEIS on hydrofracking (Section 8.1.1.5), the DEC says it 
will consult with municipalities before issuing permits to assure that the drilling activity is 
consistent with such plans.  Because Vestal has not passed a plan, it has little ammunition to 
object to permits on this basis. 
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