
Conservation Advisory Commission 
Minutes of the September 20, 2012 Meeting 

 
Present: Curt Pueschel, Steve Appel, Linda Green, Cynthia Stephens-Westerman, Dick 
Pastore, Shep Bennett, Michael Restuccia, Victor Lamoureux 
Excused: Cole Moore 

The next regular meeting of the CAC will be on October 18. 

A message has been received from the Town indicating that the terms of several members will 
expire at the end of the calendar year.  Those in attendance who are affected stated that they 
wish to be reappointed, and Curt will convey that information to the Town.  Dick indicated 
that he is planning to spend more time out of the area.  He was encouraged to continue as a 
member of the CAC, perhaps by requesting the Town Board to change his status from a full 
member to an alternate member. 

Relevant to recent public discussion of proposals to dredge the Susquehanna River and 
remove islands with the goal of reducing future flood damage, Curt distributed an electronic 
copy of a 2008 paper published in Journal of Contemporary Water Research and Education 
139: 45-51 by Binghamton University Geology and Geography faculty members.  This paper 
deals directly with the local effects of the flood of 2006.  One passage states, “there are calls 
for dredging the Susquehanna River channel and removing the islands.  Analysis by 
Binghamton University students of repeat cross-sections at gaging stations surveyed by the 
U.S.Geological Survey has shown that the profile of the Susquehanna is not changing, 
arguing against the wisdom and efficacy of dredging.”  The authors argue that flood 
management should focus on floodplain land use and the growth of impervious surfaces rather 
than on dredging. Because this paper could help inform public discussion, members felt that it 
would be in the public interest to disseminate this information by having it posted on the CAC 
reports website, and the senior author was contacted and he approved the request. 

Cynthia reported that a member of the Town Board had mentioned that there was to be a tour 
of a Cabot gas facility in Pennsylvania in November, and that the CAC chair and perhaps all 
members would be invited.  Curt reported that no information or invitation has yet come to his 
attention.  Members expressed a strong interest in attending. 

Members discussed the news story that Governor Cuomo has asked NYS Health 
Commissioner Nirav Shah to assess the DEC's analysis of possible long-term health effects of 
natural gas drilling.  The CAC’s report on fracking noted the paucity of studies on this critical 
topic.  The Governor words are encouraging: “Only after this evaluation is completed will a 
decision be made about whether to permit high volume hydraulic fracturing in New York. 
Obviously if there was a public health concern that could not be addressed we would not 
proceed.” 

Cynthia provided a report on recent activity of the Broome EMC.  There are plans for a reuse 
center in Ithaca, and a riverbank cleanup is being organized.  The EMC open space plan is 
nearly complete, and there is discussion of it becoming part of a county comprehensive plan. 

It was agreed that in coming meetings the CAC would return to the topics of advocating for 
the development of a management plan for the Town parks and exploring a grant application 
for tree planting in the Town.  We will begin by reviewing the status of the forestry report.  


