
Conservation Advisory Commission 
Minutes of the October 18, 2012 Meeting 

 
Present: Curt Pueschel, Steve Appel, Dick Pastore, Michael Restuccia, Cole Moore, Victor 
Lamoureux, Linda Green 
Excused: Cynthia Stephens-Westerman, Shep Bennett 

Minutes of the September 20 meeting were reviewed and approved after revisions.  The 
next regular meeting of the CAC will be on November 15. 

Following the wishes of those CAC members whose terms expire at the end of the calendar 
year, Curt has requested that the Town reappoint those members.  It was also requested that 
the remainder of Dick’s term as a full member be filled by Victor and that Dick be 
appointed as an alternate member. 

Members suggested that Supervisor Schaffer should soon be sent an invitation to attend our 
next meeting as he could not attend the present meeting on short notice.  It was also 
suggested that, in this same e-mail, he should be asked about the potential for CAC 
participation in a rumored Town Board tour to Cabot gas facilities in Pennsylvania.  
Minutes of a recent Town Board meeting included comments about revisiting the question 
of logging Town parks, and our members noted that the e-mail might also remind the 
Supervisor that New York State has stated uneqivocally that logging in parks is subject to 
alienation and requires approval by the State Legislature. 

After reviewing the forester’s contract to do an assessment and develop a management plan 
for forests in the Town parks, Curt concluded that the single, brief report posted on the 
Parks website is the only official product resulting from the Town’s expenditure of $6000.  
Victor commented on the absence in the document of any mention of a sampling protocol 
and that the precision of the numbers given appeared to be entirely arbitrary.  Curt observed 
that the Vestal Parks Department had no specified role in the contract, and that the contact 
people for the forester were in Code Enforcement rather than Parks.  Cole mentioned that 
some interest has been expressed by the Parks Department in hiring a firm to write a 
management plan (as opposed to a logging plan) for the parks. 

If the CAC wants to move forward with a Community Forestry Grant, we will have to work 
with the Parks Department.  The grant requires a cost-share and labor of town personnel can 
provide part of the cost-share.  It was agreed that Jim Bukowski, Parks Supervisor, should 
be invited to a CAC meeting soon, and if he is not able to come, CAC representatives 
should make an appointment to meet with him during his normal working hours.  Victor 
suggested that the Quick Start Arbor Day program might be a means to provide landscaping 
for the Rail Trail extension. 

Cole shared with us work he is doing on the Two River Greenway Design Guidelines and 
Signage Plan.  The signage would follow a uniform standard across the various 
jurisdictions.  He also provided an update on the bicycle paths under development, 
including a path between the Binghamton University campus and downtown Binghamton.  

 


