
Conservation Advisory Commission 
Minutes of the May 17, 2012 Meeting 

 
Present: Curt Pueschel, Steve Appel, Dick Pastore, Cole Moore, Linda Green, Shep Bennett, 
Cynthia Stephens-Westerman   
Excused: Victor Lamoureux, Michael Restuccia 

Minutes for the March and April meetings were reviewed and approved with corrections. The 
next regularly scheduled meeting will be on June 21, 2012 in the Town Board room.  

Steve reported that he had contacted Mike Atchie, a public affairs specialist at Chesapeake 
Energy Corporation, and discussed our interest in gathering information about hydrofracking.  
With prior consultation with Curt, Steve had tentatively invited Mr. Atchie to attend our June 
meeting.  CAC members agreed that next month’s meeting would be an appropriate time to 
hear from an energy company representative and the invitation should be confirmed for a 30 
minute informal presentation with an opportunity for questions during or after the talk.  This 
occasion will allow us to gather additional information and verify current information as we 
prepare our report.  There was further agreement that members of the Town Board should be 
invited to attend.  However because the purpose of the meeting was for the CAC to gather 
specific information and to elicit responses to our questions, it was decided that the 
presentation would not be publicized.  It was also suggested that the Town Board should be 
informed that the CAC is preparing a report that will be submitted to the Board once we 
complete assembling information. 

It was agreed that the various pieces of information we have developed on the topic of natural 
gas drilling should be drawn together and edited into a single document.  This draft document 
will be then be distributed to CAC members before the June CAC meeting to allow optimal 
benefit from our session with Mr. Atchie.  Subsequent to that meeting, the document will be 
revised to reflect any changes of information or perspective coming from our discussion with 
the Chesapeake Energy representative.  An executive summary and summary of conclusions 
will be added and the final document will be considered for approval in our July meeting.  
Following CAC approval, a request will be made to meet with the Town Board at which time 
we will discuss the document with them. 

Particular sections of the gas drilling document were discussed.  Regarding hazardous waste 
spills that could result from the transport of fracking fluids and drilling waste, members 
discussed whether the New York State “Right to Know” rules will require disclosure of 
fracking chemicals by haulers so that town agencies and personnel can safely respond when 
accidents occur. 

It was noted that recent media reports describe an almost complete absence of data on the 
health effects of air pollution associated with hydrofracking.  In addition, the volume of 
unflared methane that escapes from wells into the atmosphere continues to be debated.  As a 
greenhouse gas, methane is much worse than carbon dioxide, so lost methane is a significant 
concern for environmental as well as health reasons. 

Linda shared a document in which the effects of natural gas development in neighboring 
Tompkins County were projected: Hydrofracking - A Projection of the Impact on Tompkins 
County.  The full document is available on the web, and Linda will forward more information. 



Curt will review the proposal terms for the DEC tree inventory grant and explore with Victor 
what the proposed project would need in terms of coordination and cooperation of Town 
personnel.  

Cindy reported that Dr. Julian Shepherd has completed his report on unique natural areas 
within Broome County for the EMC; several of the sites are located in Vestal.  Each Town will 
receive a copy.  Cindy also noted that the DOT is exploring the plans for pedestrian and bicycle 
trails to connect the the Binghamton University campus to the Binghamton downtown area.   

Steve noted that the Vestal Town Code states that some special permits require review and 
approval by the CAC.  Long-time members, Dick and Cindy, recalled that at one time, the CAC 
did, in fact, perform reviews of some projects.  Especially in the case of wetlands, there is good 
reason for the CAC to be involved. 


