
Vestal Conservation Advisory Commission 
Minutes of the November 17, 2016 meeting 

Present: Curt Pueschel, Steve Appel, Linda Green, Philip Grayson 
Guest: Kathy Konen 

Minutes of the September 15th meeting were reviewed.  The meeting scheduled for 
October 20 was cancelled.  The next meeting is scheduled for December 15. 
Kathy Konen was welcomed as a new member to the CAC.  Her appointment begins in 
January, but she can attend as a guest until that time.  Kathy has examined reports and 
minutes posted on the CAC pages of the Town website, so she is aware of some of our 
activities.  A key to CAC files in the Vestal Public Library was returned by Linda, and 
was provided to Kathy so that she can get acquainted with the records and resources 
stored there. 
Curt showed photos of an ash tree on the Binghamton University campus that was 
infested by emerald ash borers.  The tree has numerous D-shaped exit holes and extensive 
areas of missing bark in the upper branches.  The loss of bark is the result of  
woodpeckers, which rip off pieces of bark to get to the insects.  The bark loss can be seen 
from a distance, which makes it much easier to detect trees that are candidates for close 
inspection.  Some information suggests that woodpeckers and nuthatches are becoming 
more abundant in response to the presence of the emerald ash borer, which provides a 
new food source for them.  Another tree close by shows no symptoms at all.  Another 
symptom of EAB infestation is the sprouting of new shoots in unexpected place along the 
trunk.  This reaction has not yet begun in the tree observed and may be an indication of a 
more advanced stage of infestation.  It is hoped that the Town will select some trees, such 
as the large ash that is the centerpiece of Barlow Park, for spraying so that the character 
of particular sites can be preserved. 
Given that the emerald ash borer and hemlock woolly adelgid both are now established in 
the area, it was agreed that we should complete work on producing an educational 
pamphlet.  Steve will print out the material he has worked on and bring it to our next 
meeting. 
Returning to the unresolved question of whether we should we ask to be allowed to 
comment on projects that could potentially have an environmental impact, we discussed 
the  possibility of having the Town Clerk use his discretion as to items that should be 
forwarded to us. 
Steve noted that a new cell tower has been erected near the Kopernick Observatory.  This 
tower will serve the Broome County Office of Emergency Services.  
Comments were made about the new lighted sign on the Vestal Parkway.  Concerns were 
expressed that the sign, besides being unsightly, would a significant distraction to drivers. 
Because Linda will be traveling during the time of our December meeting and has 
declined to be reappointed to the CAC, she was thanked for her contributions to the 
committee over the past six years. 


